
Spring 2017 Newsletter 

“The ones who are crazy 
enough to think that they 
can change the world are 

the ones who do.” 

~ Steve Jobs 

Friends In Deed is an 

interfaith organization that 

responds to unmet needs of 

low-income Washtenaw 

County residents. 

The theme for the 2017 Annual 
Dinner was Passport to Friends, 
which resulted in many creative 
ideas for decorations, photos, 
auction items and entertainment. 
Once again the event was held 
at the Atrium of the Morris 
Lawrence Auditorium at 

Washtenaw Community College.  

The travel-related theme allowed for some 
great getups and a theme-inspired trivia game, 
Where in the World is Carmen Sandiego, that 
pitted table against table to find Carmen. A 
huge Thank You goes to Amanda Chappel for 
creating the game and playing Carmen (the 

woman with the red hat).  

Scott Elwart acted as emcee and auctioneer, 
keeping the evening on track with humor and 

touching stories.  

Auction 

We had more than 120 silent 
auction items and six live 
auction items this year, 
including several vacation 
packages, a tour of Metro 
Detroit Airport, a gardening 
package and a hand-made 
quilt. It was the Fund the 
Mission donation event, 
however, that had the bid 

paddles flying and Friends In 
Deed’s coffers filling. We 

collected over $13,000 to keep utilities on for 

Washtenaw County families over the summer. 

Totals  

So how did we do toward raising money for 
Friends In Deed and its programs? We did 

great! We raised over $30,000! 

 

See Pages 3 & 4 for more about the event. 
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We have a new truck!  

The funds for its purchase were 

bequeathed to us by one of our oldest 

and dearest friends: Dana Underwood, 

who passed away earlier this year. His 

family continues his legacy and          

long-standing friendship with our 

organization.  
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The 2017 Annual Dinner marked the “beginning of a 
beautiful friendship” between Friends In Deed and Red Rock 

Downtown Barbecue, a local restaurant and bar. 

Red Rock’s executive chef, Aaron Mulder, was very open to 
opportunities to work together in the future. There’s been talk 
of “friend”raisers like another Trivia Night and/or a Dine 
and Donate. When he heard we needed a drink sponsor for 
the Annual Dinner, however, he volunteered immediately to 
not only sponsor the drinks, but provide glassware. He even 

bartended at the event! 

We also want to 
thank Aaron for 
suggesting the Basil 
and Bubbles specialty 
drink — a popular 

addition. 

Red Rock is an 
important part of the Ypsilanti community, and we are 

grateful to have the restaurant’s support.  

Thank you Aaron and Red Rock!  

Good Friend and Partner: Red Rock 

 

REGISTRATION FORM 

Name: ________________________________________________ 

Address: ______________________________________________ 

City: ______________________________   State: ___________ 

Zip:  ____________ Day time phone: ____________________ 

Email: ________________________________________________ 

Golf Outing Fees: 

______  Single Golfer(s) at $120 

______  Foursome at $450 

______  Foursome and Hole Sponsorship at $550 

______  Hole Sponsorship only at $100 

______  Luncheon only $30 

______  I cannot attend but my contribution is enclosed. 

 

Enclosed is a check payable to Friends In Deed OR 

 Please charge my credit card: 

Acct. #  _______________________________________________   

Exp. Date  ___/___/___    Security Code: ________________ 

Note: Address, Phone Number and Email are required to                         

process credit card payments. 

Signature  

_______________________________________________________ 

SCRAMBLE TEAM MEMBERS: 

1. _______________________________   

2. _______________________________ 

3. _______________________________   

4. _______________________________ 

 

Return this form to:  

Friends In Deed, 1196 Ecorse Road, Ypsilanti, MI., 48198 

Or register online at www.FriendsInDeedMI.org 

Any questions, contact davesiglin@gmail.com 

 

9th Annual Golf Outing 
When: Monday, July 17th 

Where: Washtenaw Golf Club 
(A Polo Fields Property) 
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COMMUNITY CELEBRATION/LAUNCH KICKOFF 

Join us as we celebrate two years of hard 

work and planning with a community 

event launching CIRCLES WASHTENAW CIRCLES WASHTENAW CIRCLES WASHTENAW 

COUNTYCOUNTYCOUNTY! We welcome Circles USA 

Founder and CEO Scott Miller to Ypsilanti 

for a community forum and panel 

discussion. Also joining us will be 

representatives from Circles affiliates in 

Holland, MI, and from around the country 

to share their stories of how Circles has 

impacted their communities. Come learn 

about the program and help us usher it in 

here in Washtenaw County. 

We are also celebrating the             

re-opening of Ypsilanti’s Historic 

Freighthouse in Depot Town. Come 

experience this gem: a piece of 

Ypsilanti history. 

ThursdayThursdayThursday   

   June 22, 2017June 22, 2017June 22, 2017   

   

7:00 pm7:00 pm7:00 pm   

 

Ypsilanti Historic 

Freighthouse 

 

100 Market Place  

Ypsilanti  
(Depot Town behind Aubree’s) 

 

See you there! 

 

Washtenaw County rocks when it comes to volunteering and 

supporting causes that matter. In just a few short months, our Circles 

staff and volunteers have assembled a brand new program, putting in 

place one piece of the puzzle at a time. We’ve galvanized our 

community to find solutions to ending poverty right here in our own 

back yard. 

Some highlights of Circles accomplishments this spring: 

We recruited more than 95 volunteers willing to serve on resource 

teams, as workshop leaders, teachers and assistants in our children’s 

program, cooks, greeters, trainers, Allies and more! 

We have forged new community partnerships— 

 St. Luke Lutheran Church has agreed to be our host site! They 

have kindly offered us the use of their church for our weekly 

meals and programming, including classroom space, kitchen, and 

best of all, a connection with their congregation.  They have also 

generously donated a percentage of their most recent “Raise the 

Roof” fundraiser to Circles.   

 Food Gatherers will be supplying us with free and reduced-cost 

food for our weekly Circles meals. 

We are on track to securing our first class of 15 Circle Leaders—

folks living in poverty who are motivated to make a better life for 

themselves and their families. We are currently orienting and 

interviewing candidates, making sure we have the best possible fit. 

Though we are making progress, Circles is an 

ambitious program and WE STILL NEED VOLUNTEERS! 

Children’s Program Volunteers:  Love working with kids?  We 

need people to be lead teachers, classroom assistants, tutors, 

and folks willing to provide nurturing care to infants and 

toddlers. 

Allies:  We still need 10-15 individuals willing to befriend a low 

income person, offering emotional support and helping 

Leaders identify and achieve their goals. 

Meal Providers: Does your group want a service project?  We 

are looking for groups to sign up, preferably for four (4) 

times per year to cook and serve our Tuesday evening meals.   

For more information about Circles or to see how YOU can 

volunteer, visit our website: http://FriendsInDeedMI.org/circles/ or 

contact our Circles staff at: 734-340-9042. 

Circles Update... 

http://www.friendsindeedmi.org/circles/
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1196 Ecorse Rd. Ypsilanti, MI 48198 

www.FriendsInDeedMI.org 

 

Administration Line 

(734) 485-7658 

 

Help Line   (734) 484-4357 

Monday-Friday 9:30-12:00 

 

Furniture Line   (734) 484-7607 

Tuesday-Friday 9:30-12:00 
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Did You Know… 

 

If you are a Thrivent Financial member, 

did you know that you can direct Choice 

Dollars to Friends In Deed? You can! 

Please keep us in mind. For more 

information or to direct Choice Dollars, 

call 800-847-4836 and say “Trivent 

Choice.” Or click http://bit.ly/10aYIEW  

http://www.friendsindeedMI.org
http://bit.ly/10aYIEW

