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“Poverty is not natural. 
It is man-made and 

can be overcome and 
eradicated by the 
action of human 

beings.” 

~ Nelson Mandela 

… for those in need. 

Friends In Deed is an 

interfaith organization that 

responds to unmet needs 

of low-income Washtenaw 

County residents.                               

We partner with the 

community to provide 

critical financial assistance, 

furniture, congregational 

services and agency 

referrals. 
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Making Friends: 

Community Outreach 
As we enter into our 34th year as an organization, we’re very 
aware that we have a lot of friends and supporters on whom 
we rely. These are the people who, whether as individuals or 
as contacts within an organization, we talk to, depend on and 
enjoy. In fact, we have several friends that have supported us 
for many years. They’ve even helped us move furniture, a task 
Jerry Seinfeld classified as a “big step in a relationship. The 

biggest!”  

“Friend”raisers 

As we grow in size and in programs, we recognize that we 
need to reach out and expand our circle of friends. That’s why 
we’ve decided to create a couple of “friend”raisers: smaller 
events that allow our friends to invite their friends to a night of 

fun and discovery.  

We’re looking for people who may be interested in what we do but have not yet been 
exposed to our organization. The hope is to make some new friends who may turn into 
volunteers and supporters down the line. We have two such events planned for 2017: a 

Trivia Night in March and a Wine & Cheese Night in the fall.  

So bring a friend and join us at Aubree’s in Depot Town in Ypsilanti on March 23rd at 

6:30 PM for a Trivia Night. (See more information on page 5.)   

We have lost a true friend – Dana Underwood. Dana was a 

huge part of the Friends In Deed family for many years. An 

unassuming but passionate supporter and advocate, Dana 

served FID for more than 20 years as a volunteer, a donor, 

an ambassador, a Board member and a Board officer. He 

was instrumental as Personnel Committee Chair through 

some very lean and tough times with staff and was the 

driving force behind making all HR practices more 

professional. Former Executive Director Helena Prince 

stated that when she became Director, Dana came into the 

office on a weekly basis to help her with administrative and 

accounting duties. He always had an eye to making FID an 

agency that was professional and highly regarded.   

Creative Support 

Dana encouraged support of FID at his church, in his 

neighborhood and in his family – ALWAYS the ambassador. 

Dana even got creative 

in his ways of generating 

donations. He was a whiz with computers 

and donated his services as a computer 

teacher as an Annual Dinner Silent Auction 

gift. Additionally, he would often train older 

friends on getting comfortable with the 

computer, and, instead of letting them pay him, he would tell 

them he would help in exchange for their donation to 

Friends In Deed. That’s a true supporter! 

Lasting Legacy 

We were already missing Dana when he needed to move to 

Kalamazoo to be closer to his daughter, Dana E. Now we 

will miss him more and remember his legacy here at FID. 

Donations in Dana’s memory can be made to Friends In 

Deed or to First Presbyterian Church – Ann Arbor. Helena 

put it best: “His heart was with Friends In Deed, that was for 

sure.” 

We Lost a Good Friend Recently: Dana Underwood 
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We’ve been around for a long time, but The 

Thrift Shop of Ypsilanti has been around for 

even longer. In fact, they are celebrating their 

75th anniversary this April.  

100% Volunteers for 75 Years! 

Ypsi Thrift was started by six women in 

1942. In the early 70s, they bought their own 

building and the rest is history. The funds 

earned through the second-hand store provide 

the monies the nonprofit contributes back to 

the community.  

Amazingly, Ypsi Thrift is run entirely 

through volunteers. These days, they have 

over 100 volunteers, each of whom takes a 

turn volunteering at the store for a four-hour 

shift each month. 

A Good Friend to Friends In Deed 

While we’re a young'un as far as Ypsi Thrift 

is concerned, we have been good friends with 

the people who make up the organization for 

the last 17 years! Not only are we one of four 

recipients of monthly grants from Ypsi 

Thrift, we occasionally partner with them 

toward providing direct assistance to low-

income families who come to us for 

assistance.  

“We help people who are basically living on 

the edge and slip off,” said the Thrift Shop’s 

president, June Gordon, of this type of 

assistance. “We give them a boost back up.”   

A Good Friend All Around 
 

This kind of relationship is typical of the 

Thrift Shop that works through other social-

service agencies in Ypsilanti to provide 

assistance to low-income families.  At one 

time or another, they’ve worked with over 50 

agencies in Ypsilanti, relying on them to 

investigate situations and request 

contributions.   

“It’s amazing how long we’ve been able to 

[help]. It feels good!” said Marcia Sylvester, 

long-time volunteer and Ypsi Thrift’s social 

worker. 

In addition to monetary contributions, Ypsi 

Thrift provides clothing to the Salvation 

Army store on Rawsonville Road when they 

clean out their inventory in the spring and 

fall, relying on them to distribute the clothing 

free of charge to low-income families.   

How Good Friends Make a Difference: Ypsilanti Thrift Shop 

Faith Williams was homeless and 
living out of her car for months. She 
felt hopeless and helpless because 
no one seemed to want to help or 
lend a hand. Faith was working 
simply to keep her car on the road to 
get back and forth from work. 

After months of homelessness, she found out about Avalon 
housing. Avalon housing was able to provide her with 
affordable, subsidized housing but did not provide her with 
furniture. Her Case worker, Greg, referred her to Friends In 

Deed. Faith was able to get a dresser, dining table, bookcase 
and chairs for her new home. She came in to pick up her 
furniture and was amazed at the options she had to choose 
from. 

When asked about some of the challenges she faced, Faith 
said that overcoming homelessness was a tough battle but 
she is blessed and thankful for organizations like Friends In 
Deed that help people in their times of need. "If I were able, I 
would not think twice about donating to Friends In Deed." 

Article and photo by Esau Davis. 

How Your Furniture Donation Makes a Difference:  Faith 

 

Over the course of many years, we’ve relied on the kindness 
of our friends to print out over 1100 copies of our newsletter 
each quarter. Good friends such as Ann Arbor Christian 
Reform Church, Bethlehem United Church of Christ, First 
Presbyterian Church of Ypsilanti, Greater Michigan 
Plumbing and Mechanical Contractors Association, Knox 
Presbyterian, St. Luke’s Lutheran Church and Zion Lutheran 
Church have all answered our call and given their copy 

machines a work out! 

Thank you to all of our friends who made getting our 

newsletter published and distributed easier over the years! 

Last year, Greater Michigan 
Plumbing and Mechanical 
Contractors Association, Inc. 
offered to print out color copies of 
our newsletter every quarter. Not only that, they are 

donating the color ink!  

We’d like to extend a special thank you to Greater Michigan 
Plumbing & Mechanical Contractors, the leading organization 
for heating, ventilation, air conditioning and refrigeration 
contractors in greater Michigan. Their support is much 

appreciated, and their colors make our pictures pop!  

Speaking of Good Friends:   

Greater Michigan Plumbing and Mechanical Contractors 

Sarah with Marcia Sylvester 
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Meet Our New Circles Coach:  Bonita 

We’d like to extend a warm welcome to 
Bonita Bingham, our new Circles Coach. 
Bonita will be the person who works with 
the Circle Leaders and volunteer Allies.  
 

Background 
 

Bonita originally hails from Grand Rapids. 
After completing her Bachelor’s degree at 
University of Michigan, she returned to 
Grand Rapids to teach for 10 years. After 
going back to U-M to obtain her Master’s 
in Urban Planning, she worked for 
Genesee County, where she developed 
her interest in community development. 
 
That interest helped guide her in her 
career choices thereafter. For instance, 
she worked as a fidelity manager for the 
Carrera Adolescent Pregnancy 
Prevention Program, where she gave 

support to its programs in Michigan and 
Ohio.  The Carrera Program is a long-
term youth development program and 
views youth at-promise rather than  
at-risk. In addition to preventing 
pregnancy, the program included 
components in education, job skills, 
creative expression, lifetime sports, 
family life, mental health and medical & 
dental. 
  

Friends In Deed and Circles 
 
One of the reasons Friends In Deed’s 
Circles program appealed to Bonita was 
because it “connects the dots for people 
to enhance their quality of life.” 
 

Personal 
 
“I like to dabble in a lot of stuff,” Bonita 

says of her 
personal 
hobbies. 
That being 
said, she 
really likes 
family 
genealogy 
research. 
 
While Bonita is obviously interested in 
her family’s past, she’s managed to make 
a big contribution to its future. Her four 
children have given her 12 grandchildren 
and four great grandchildren! 
 
Care and feeding of our Circles Coach  
 
Ask her about the last book she read 
(and ply her with milk chocolate if you 
want to sit a spell and discuss it).  

As many of you may know, Friends In Deed has adopted 

Circles, a program that expands our mission beyond meeting 

immediate needs, to now helping lift families out of poverty 

permanently. Circles’ unique strategy utilizes education, goal 

setting, training, and above all, relationships to help 

participants develop the resources and social capital they need 

to rise out of poverty and achieve economic independence.   

We’ve been busy this winter, writing grants, recruiting 

volunteers, and hiring our new coach, Bonita Bingham.  With 

her expertise and experience, we are now fully staffed and 

ready to launch!  We will begin offering our first Circle 

Leader training class in June 2017, but there is much work 

to be done before then.   

Circles is volunteer driven—which means we need people like 

YOU to help us make this program a success! How much you 

volunteer is up to you, whether that be a few hours a week or 

a few hours a month or just a few times a year.    

Become an Ally—Be a friend who supports a low 

income family move out of poverty through 

networking, listening and guidance. 

 

Support the Kids—Provide childcare for two (2) 

hours on an evening. 

 

Feed the Circles—Volunteer by yourself or with 

your favorite group, greeting newcomers, 

preparing, and/or serving a meal. 

 

Shape our Program:  Volunteer on one of our 

Resource & Planning Teams. 

 

Our next Volunteer Meet & Greet is Monday, March 6th at 

7:00 pm at St. Luke’s Lutheran Church in Ann Arbor.  Please 

join us! Change a life. Join our Circle! Contact us to see 

how YOU can make a difference: 

suzanne@friendsindeedmi.org or (734) 340-9042 

Circles Update:  Up and Running in June 

mailto:suzanne@friendsindeedmi.org
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Friends In Deed - Contact Information 

 

1196 Ecorse Rd. Ypsilanti, MI 48198 

www.FriendsInDeedMI.org 

 

Administration Line 

(734) 485-7658 

 

Help Line   (734) 484-4357 

Monday-Friday 9:30-12:00 

 

Furniture Line   (734) 484-7607 

Tuesday-Friday 9:30-12:00 
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Save the Date... 

MONDAY,  
JULY 17,  2016 

 

Washtenaw Golf Club 
The Polo Fields 

2955 Packard Rd. 

Ypsilanti, MI. 48197 

 

8:00 a.m. Registration  

http://www.friendsindeedMI.org

