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“If people stand in a 
circle long enough, 
they’ll eventually 
learn to dance.” 

 
 

~ George Carlin 

 

 

… for those in need. 

Inside This Issue: 

Friends In Deed is an 

interfaith organization that 

responds to unmet needs 

of low-income Washtenaw 

County residents.                               

We partner with the 

community to provide 

critical financial assistance, 

furniture, congregational 

services and agency 

referrals. 

See How Your 
Car Donation 
Makes a 

Difference 

 2 

Meet Our New 
Caseworker: 

Tonda 

 2 

Our 2016 Golf 
Outing Was a 

Big Success 

 3 

Did You Know… 

IRA Distribution 
 4 

   

Volume 33, Issue 3  August 2016 

 

Sarah   
signed the 
paperwork 
this month to 

officially 
become a 
Circles 

affiliate. 

 

 

So, What is Circles? 

We do a terrible job of having 
friendships across socio-economic lines in 
this country. Knowing that relationships 
matter and connections matter, the 
Circles program matches a person in 
poverty with at least three middle or 
upper income partners for at least 18 
months to form a relationship. The goal 
of Circles is to break the cycle of 
generational poverty for local families 
by creating these circles of support and 
connections with people who are 
committed to real change in our 
community. If 10% of families in poverty 
in Washtenaw County can change the 
future for their families, we can change 

our community. 

How Does Friends In Deed Fit In? 

Friends In Deed is bringing Circles to 
Washtenaw County. A dedicated group 
of staff, Board members, congregation 
members and community agency 
representatives undertook a thorough 
feasibility study for nine months to 
determine the need for and FID’s 
capacity for implementing Circles. The 
result was an overwhelming YES to 
bringing the program here to our 

community. We are in the beginning 
stages of hiring staff, raising funds and 
raising awareness in the community. The 
FID Circles Launch Team, working with 
the Executive Director, is leading these 
beginning stages. The scheduled date 
for the first class is September of 2017. 
Getting to that launch date will be a 
long but exciting road to implement this 
completely new, volunteer-driven, 

community-focused program. 

How Is Circles Funded? 

We are well on the way to raising funds 
for our first year. We have financial 
commitments from one local 
congregation, First Presbyterian of Ann 
Arbor, totaling $25,000 for the first 
three years. Additional commitments 
have been made by community members 
and local foundations, totaling $58,000 

over the next three years.  

Will Circles help provide a 
solution to poverty in our 

community? 

This program is ambitious but is being 
done by groups all over the country 
(80+ affiliates), and we believe that the 
Circles program and the people that will 
make it happen can change the lives of 
so many of our vulnerable neighbors. 
We have to do something new to fight 
the tide of poverty in this country and in 
our community. Circles is that new effort; 
we can own the solution to poverty for 

our community. 

Circles: 
A New Program That Will Expand 

Friends In Deed’s Circle of Friends 
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See How Your Car Donation Makes a Difference: Kayla 

Kayla is a single, working mom with two 
children: an infant son and a six-year-old 
daughter. She works at a catering company 
and depends on friends for transportation to 
and from her various job locations.  
 
Kayla and her children are currently living 
with family, but Kayla helps out by providing 
food and toiletries for the household. 
 
Unfortunately, Kayla’s son Maverick was 
recently diagnosed with a chronic medical 

condition that requires frequent visits to the 
University of Michigan for treatment. This, of 
course, strained Kayla’s already precarious 
transportation arrangements.  
 
Friends In Deed was able to help out by 
passing on a used car donated by one of 
our supporters. Now the family can 
confidently get to where they need to be 
without worry of risk to Kayla’s job or 
Maverick’s health.    

We’d like to extend a warm welcome to our new 
caseworker: Tonda Hatchett.  
 
Tonda manages the Help Line, which means she 
supervises volunteers, talks with clients, and makes 
decisions about what form our assistance will take. For 
instance, she might pass on a used car to a single parent 
who needs transportation to keep a job; help a family get 
caught up on a utility bill to avoid shutoff; or help a senior 
get the eyeglasses he/she needs but can’t afford.  
 

Background  

 
Tonda is not originally from Detroit. She is actually from a 
small town in Missouri, where she lived with her 
grandmother growing up. When Tonda says “small,” she 
means small; the town’s population numbered about 110. 
She describes her home there as having a scrub board for 
washing and an outhouse. She didn't move to Detroit until 
the late 1980s and was on her own by the age of 17. 
 
Tonda says that her background helps her to empathize 
with her clients. She understands what it's like to have “no 
one standing up for you.” 
 

Volunteering  
 
These days, Tonda is a self-described “serial volunteer.” It 
all started in 2011, when she started volunteering with the 
Red Cross. While Tonda volunteers in several capacities 
there, her main volunteering role takes place following a 
natural disaster. In fact, she's on call to travel at a  
moment's notice to act as a caseworker onsite. 

 

Friends In Deed 
 
Tonda loves that Friends In Deed helps people become  
self-sufficient. For example, in her role as caseworker, she 
not only helps low income families get caught up on their 
utility bills, she also guides them toward resources and 
tools that can improve their situation going forward. 

 
Personal  

 
While volunteering is probably Tonda’s biggest hobby, she 
does have another: working as an extra in movies filmed in 
and around Detroit. For instance, she was in the movie 
Batman vs. Superman -- look for her in the courtroom 
scene. 
 
Tonda also has a daughter, 24-year-old Quan, who she 
refers to as her “Mini-Me.”  

 

Care and feeding of our caseworker: Be a willing 

volunteer. 

Meet Our New Caseworker:   

Tonda Hatchett 
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Successful Fundraiser:  8th Annual Golf Outing 

Friends In Deed’s Eight Annual Golf Outing took 
place on Monday, July 18th. The weather started 
out a little hot and humid, but the sun was shining 
and a nice breeze came along to cool things off for 
the golfers. All in all, it was a great day of golf. Best 
of all, over $12,000 was raised toward Friends In 
Deed’s operating expenses. This was a 44% 
increase over 2015! The funds raised will be used 
to keep our doors open — staff paid, light on, 
computers humming — so that we can continue to 
help our low-income neighbors.  

New in 2016: Lorin 
Cartwright was 
named Honorary 
Chair.  Lorin is well 
known in local 
athletic circles, 
having served as 
Athletic Director at 
Pioneer High 
School, as a 
consultant in the 
Ann Arbor and 
Ypsilanti schools, 
and as a lecturer in Sports Medicine and 
Management on the university level. We owe much 
of our increased success this year to her efforts on 
our behalf.   

The Washtenaw Golf Club (Polo Fields) 
provided us with a fun and challenging course, as 
well as our own convenient and comfortable space 
in their restaurant for 
breakfast and a mid-
morning hot dog snack. 
The buffet lunch had lots 
of options and was served 
up in the hall leading to 
the ballroom, which had 
wonderful views of the 
golf course. We greatly 
appreciate the work of the 
staff, who gave us a great 
day of golf! 

Prizes were plentiful in the door-prize raffle, but it 
was the baseball signed by Miguel Cabrera that 
pulled in the most interest.  

So who took home the Trophy in 2016? Team 
McNair will have their names added to the Tom 
Prince Cup as  the 2016 Golf Champions. The 
team included members John McNair, Kyle 
McLaughlin, Kyle Mast, and Greg Mast. 

 

While the golf outing is 
over for 2016, we are 
already thinking ahead 
to 2017. If you’d like to 
get involved, let us know 
if you are interested in 
joining us on the 
planning committee or 
spreading  the word to 
other golfers. 

 

We are always on the lookout for feedback. If you 
have a suggestion or comment, drop us an email 
at Office@FriendsInDeedMI.org. 

Lorin (far left) and her team 

Steve Stewart’s team having              

a good time 

Jim Vincke enjoying the day 

 Thank You Golfers, 
Donors   

and Sponsors! 

Team McNair 
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Friends In Deed - Contact Information 

 

1196 Ecorse Rd. Ypsilanti, MI 48198 

www.FriendsInDeedMI.org 

 

Administration Line 

(734) 485-7658 

 

Help Line   (734) 484-4357 

Monday-Friday 9:30-12:00 

 

Furniture Line   (734) 484-7607 

Tuesday-Friday 9:30-12:00 
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You can designate a portion of your annual 

IRA distribution to one or more specific 

charities. Whatever the designated amount 

— $10, 20% — you may be able to roll it 
over without recognizing the distribution as 

income on your tax return. Best of all, you 

can support your favorite cause without 

burdening you budget. 

Did You Know... 

http://www.friendsindeedMI.org

