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You cannot do a 
kindness too soon … 

because you never know 
how soon it will be too 

late. 
 
 

~ Ralph Waldo Emerson 

 

 

… for those in need. 
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  Play Golf! Another Way to Give 

Last Year’s Golf Outing: 

A Good Time Was Had By All! 

Like playing golf? Well, you might not know it, but Friends In Deed hosts an annual 
golf outing in July. The golf outing allows our generous supporters another way to 

give. Come out and play! 

The Golf Outing was started back in 2009,  just 
after Friends In Deed purchased its new facility 
at 1196 Ecorse Road. The hope was that the 
Golf Outing would speed up payment on the 

building’s mortgage. As it turned out, the event 
really helped; the mortgage was paid off in its 

entirety in March of 2011.  

Continued Support 

The Golf Outing was such a success that the 
group of dedicated golfers behind its creation 
decided to keep it going. These days, the funds 
raised from the Golf Outing are used toward 
Friends In Deed’s operating expenses. In other 
words, the funds help Friends In Deed keep the 
lights on, the staff paid and the doors open to 
the many members of our community who need 

our assistance. 

2016 Golf Outing 

This Year’s Golf Outing will be held at The Polo 

Fields Washtenaw on Monday, July 18th, 2016.  

Interested in Participating? 

In a few weeks, you will receive the 2016 golf 
packet. The packet will include more 
information about the Golf Outing, as well as 

an invitation to play.  

Can’t make it? Not a golfer? There are several 
other ways to support the fund/friend raiser. 
We’ll provide more information about these 
opportunities in the weeks to come. You can also 

get more information at:  

http://www.FriendsInDeedMI.org/Golf/. 

In 2015, the powers that be moved the Golf 

Outing to The Polo Fields Washtenaw.  Golfers 

old and new appreciated not only the breezy, 

sunny day (ordered up special for the occasion) 

but the course at the new location. 

A buffet lunch, cash bar, raffle prizes, and 

awards helped lure the golfers back inside after 

a great morning of golf. 

The buffet lunch had lots of options and was 

served up in the ballroom, which had plenty of 

space and grandeur, as well as a view of the 

beautiful course. 

The prizes were plentiful in the door-prize raffle. 

While the gift certificates to restaurants, hotels 

and golf were popular, the football signed by 

Jim Harbaugh enjoyed the most interest.  

http://www.friendsindeedMI.org/Golf/
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See How a Car Donation Can Make a Difference: Brian 
Brian, his wife and five children — ages 3, 9, 14, 15, 16 — have been without a car for about a year. 
“I did what I could to keep it going,” Brian said of the old family car, but it had one problem after 
another. Having no transportation made day-to-day living hard for the family. For Brian to get to 
work, he had to rely on friends for a ride. 
 
“We are really lucky we have such good friends and neighbors…but getting a ride from someone is 
really hard.” 
 
While his family is thankful for the support that allowed Brian to keep his job, the family’s 
transportation woes meant Brian’s wife couldn’t get a job, and the family often had to walk a mile or 
more to school and the grocery store. Unfortunately, this exposure to the elements meant the kids 
caught a lot more colds than usual. 

 
Friends In Deed was able to help by giving the family a minivan donated by a generous supporter. Brian and his family are extremely happy and 
thankful. 
 
“Oh my goodness!” Brian said incredulously, thinking of the many ways the van will make a difference for his family. “We won’t have to walk to the 
grocery story anymore! That was a real challenge in winter time with the baby…We can let the kids be kids,” he added of his teenagers, who helped 
out a lot. 
 
Brian’s plans for the near future? He is excited that he and his family can finally attend one of his son’s basketball games. 

 

Find out how you can help a family in need with your car donation! Call us at 734-485-7658. 

Pilar has two children and very little furniture. Up until coming to Friends In Deed, Pilar, Madyson (2) 

and Carter (1) were sharing a blow-up mattress. With help from her friends at Friends In Deed, Pilar 

Surprised her two children with a crib, twin bed, couch, table, chairs and TV — all in time for the 

holidays.  

Giving Tuesday Was a Great Success!   

Eddie had a rough time of it over 
the last year. Diagnosed with breast 
cancer, she underwent a 
mastectomy and is still undergoing 
chemotherapy. 
 
“That’s okay; I got enough use out of 
it!” she jokes about her breast. 
 
Despite her buoyant spirit, the breast cancer wasn’t the last of the 
bad news. When she returned home from the hospital after her 
surgery, she found that her husband had left and took the dishes, 
car and bed with him. 
 
This left Eddie to sleep on a sofa and eventually an old mattress 
on the floor as she recovered from her surgery and weathered a 
divorce. Thanks to our generous supporters, Friends In Deed was 
able to help out. Eddie is now recovering in a nice, new full bed. 
She’s also wrapped up in a cuddly new blanket thanks to Friends 

In Deed! 

Eddie 

Ebony has five kids all under 
the age of 11. Between 
working and taking care of 

all those kids, she certainly has 
her hands full. 
 
Ebony first heard of Friends In Deed through a 
resource packet when she originally moved here. 
She didn’t contact us, however, until the already 
old beds she had for the kids started to break. 
 
“I took me 3 years to check it out, but I’m really 
happy that I finally did!” 
 
Friends In Deed was able to help her out with a 
bunk bed and two mattresses, as well as a queen 
bed and sheet sets. 
 

“I’m very grateful for your organization!“ 

Pilar 

Ebony 
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Thank You to Our Generous Supporters:  Grant Awards 

The Harry A. and Margaret D. 

Towsley Foundation  

As you know, the Towsley 
Foundation became a new grantor 
to Friends In Deed when it 
awarded $15,000 in support of 

operating expenses in 2015.  

What you may not know is that the 
foundation decided to continue the 

award through 2018.  

Each year, 2016 through 2018, 
$15,000 in grant monies from The 
Harry A. and Margaret D. Towsley 
Foundation will be used to keep 
the staff paid, the lights on, the fax 
machine beeping and the Friends 
In Deed doors open to serve the 
many neighbors in our community 

who need assistance.   

 
 

Friends In Deed has been blessed with a lot of generous support over the years, not the least 

of which has been from grant-making foundations, organizations and individuals. We’d like to 

highlight three of our new-to-Friends In Deed grants: 

 

The United Way of Washtenaw 

County -- Basic Needs Fund  

Friends In Deed has always 
appreciated the overall impact of 
energy costs and utility shut off on 
a family struggling with basic 

needs.  

Let’s face it, water, gas and 
electricity allow a family to 
maintain a safe and healthy living 
environment. Not only does a 
shutoff affect a family’s ability to 
store and cook food, bathe, study 
and rest, it deepens the hole of 
debt as late fees and reconnect 

fees pile up. 

That’s why the UW Basic Needs 
Fund awarded Friends In Deed 
$2,000 to directly assist low-
income residents of Washtenaw 
County with their emergency 

needs.   

The United Way of Washtenaw 
County -- Women’s Leadership 

Initiative  

While Friends In Deed has 
provided utility assistance to 
residents of Washtenaw County 
for over three decades, we have 
been overwhelmed with requests 
for assistance since Michigan’s 
Department of Human Services 
changed its policy in 2013. DHS 
now provides utility assistance only 
during the crisis season, defined as 
November 1st to May 31st each 

year.   

In response to the increased need, 
the UW Women’s Leadership 
Initiative awarded $5,000 in 
support of utility assistance for 
single-parent households during 

non-crisis months. 

Even if you don’t, you might want to. That’s because Whole Foods sponsors 

the One Dime at a Time (ODAAT) program and has chosen Friends In Deed 

as its beneficiary from April to June of 2016. In other words, anyone 

bringing in their own shopping bag (rather than receiving a single-use 

plastic bag from the store) will have the option at the register of donating 

the 10 cents credit to Friends In Deed.   

Every little bit helps, so shop at the following Whole Foods locations in 

April, May and June, 2016. Don’t forget to bring your own bags! 

 3135 Washtenaw Ave., Ann Arbor 

 990 W. Eisenhower Pkwy., Ann Arbor 

Do you shop at Whole Foods?  
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www.FriendsInDeedMI.org 

 

Administration Line 

(734) 485-7658 

 

Help Line   (734) 484-4357 

Monday-Friday 9:30-12:00 

 

Furniture Line   (734) 484-7607 

Tuesday-Friday 9:30-12:00 
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Newsletter Contributors 

We updated our website 
again. We wanted to 
make the colors “pop,” as 
well as make it easier to 

navigate. 

We have also changed 
our domain name. It now 

ends in .org:  

FriendsInDeedMI.org. 
(The “MI” is for Michigan. As it turns out, there is another nonprofit with the 

name in New York.) 

This means that the domain name part of our email address 

has changed, too. 

Worried you’ll forget? Don’t.  

If you put the old url address in a browser or use an old email 
address, it will be redirected to the right place. In other words, 
we are mistake proof. That being said, you should bookmark 
the new website and change email addresses in your contacts 

and spam software. 

As always, go green! Email us at 

office@FriendsInDeedMI.org to request our 

newsletter by email. 

New Website & Email  

http://www.friendsindeedMI.org
http://www.friendsindeedmi.org
mailto:office@FriendsInDeedMI.org

