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Sleep is that golden 
chain that ties health 

and our bodies 
together.  

  
~ Thomas Dekker 

 

 

… for those in need. 
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Over the years, I have 
contributed hundreds of 
hours to a number of 
wonderful 
nonprofits. Friends In 
Deed (FID) stands out 

as an organization with an 
unparalleled understanding of the problems 
that arise from economic disparity and an 
infectious desire to solve them.   

This combination of understanding and 
desire makes FID uniquely qualified to solve 
this community’s problems through 
innovative programs like Circles and the hard 
work of their caseworkers and volunteers.   

I highly recommend getting involved with 
FID, particularly students who are seeking to 
gain invaluable experience while also making 
a tangible difference in the world.  

Giving Tuesday: 

Holiday Bed & Crib Drive 
 

Beds are an ever-present need for folks in Washtenaw County. Whether a family 

is struggling because of a layoff, a personal crisis, homelessness, a budget 

difficulty or a health scare, Friends In Deed is the only organization that can 

prevent a bad situation from becoming worse by making sure each member of 

that family has a healthy, safe place to sleep. 

Each year, YOU make this possible by donating either a used bed or monies for 

the purchase of a new bed or crib. Pictured above are just a few of the people 

you’ve helped over the last year. To find out more about your impact and how to 

donate in 2016 go to Page 3. 

Tom 

As a young woman who 
grew up in a single-
parent household, I am 
familiar with the 
struggles that are 
reflective of that; 
however, there was never a 
time in my life when I did not have a warm 
place to sleep. I can only imagine what living 
without basic comforts and things like 
utilities, beds, couches, and chairs is like. My 
heart truly breaks for the families and 
children who have to face the harsh realities 
of their economic status and in turn suffer. 

My involvement with Friends In Deed has 
inspired my own awareness of the privileges 
that I have and my ability to use that 
awareness and harness it for the betterment 
of others. I hope to remain an advocate for 
change and a close friend of Friends In 
Deed after my project has ended.    

A Few Words from Our  

   U-M Student Intern &  
 EMU Student Volunteer  

Kelsey 
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See How Your Donation Makes a Difference: Michael 

Michael was a homeless veteran who truly 

fell "off the grid". Michael entered service in 

the Army in 1975 as the Vietnam War drew 

to a close. He served 11 years in the time 

between Vietnam and Desert Storm. After 

he received an honorable discharge in 1986, 

Michael was a back in the civilian world. 

Enlisting into the army immediately upon 

graduation from high school left Michael at 

a disadvantage. His 11 years in the army, 

while enriching in their military context, left 

him unequipped for the civilian world.  

The transition from soldier to civilian was 

harsh and unforgiving. Michael was not able 

to find a job, picked up a drug addiction and 

could not afford a home. He eventually fell 

out of touch with his family and relocated to 

Pinckney, Michigan, where he actually lived 

in the woods when he was no longer able to 

find shelter with friends.  

One day Michael decided that he had had 

enough. A high school in Pinckney was 

hosting an open house for community 

resources. Michael was able to connect with 

the Veterans Affairs representative for his 

area. The first day of February marked the 

date that Michael went to his local VA 

office and sought out help. He was enrolled 

into a drug rehabilitation program that rid 

him of his addiction and gave him a new 

lease on life.  

He was then able to find housing and, 

thanks to Friends In Deed, was able to 

furnish it. 

We’d like to extend a warm welcome to our new 
caseworker: Rhonda Wright. Rhonda manages the Help 
Line, which means she supervises volunteers, talks with 
clients, and makes decisions about what form our 
assistance will take.  

 
From Volunteer to Caseworker 

 
Rhonda comes to us after volunteering on our Help Line for 
two years. “I get to see more of the finished product as the 
caseworker,” Rhonda muses. Rather than screen clients, 
now she gets to be the person who actually writes the 
checks that help families in need. Pretty soon, she’ll get to 
her first donated car to a low-income family. “That will feel 
good.”  

 
Rhonda has always worked with the public, whether it be in 
retail, food service or, like her most recent job at Manpower 
in Ann Arbor, staffing. Rhonda feels that her experience 
helps her read people and thinks it will help her in her new 

caseworker role.  
 

“In the past I’ve helped 
people get employment. 
At Friends In Deed, I help 
people survive [an 
emergency situation or 
financial crisis]. I love what 
we do. I love helping 
people and the rewarding 
feeling that comes with it.”  

 
Personal  

 
Rhonda has two children: six-year-old Kobe and 21-year-old 
Isaiah. They keep her very busy. Kobe, especially, keeps 
her very active at places like Chuck E. Cheese and water-
sprinkler parks. When she gets some “me” time, she likes to 
go to movies, bowl, play online poker and watch football 
and basketball. 

 

Care and feeding of our caseworker: Rhonda admits she 

has a weakness for doughnuts and coffee from Tim 

Horton’s. It also doesn’t hurt to scream “Go Bucks!”  

Meet Our New Caseworker:  Rhonda Wright 

Saying Goodbye:  Patti Eaton 

Patti has been a good friend to Friends In Deed over the years. Not only has she served 

on the Board and hosted our annual Mardi Gras Party, she’s volunteered on the Help 

Line for over 20 years. Unfortunately, every good thing must come to an end. Patti is 

moving to Dexter, so she won’t be able to officially serve on the Board or the Help Line.  

Despite the “Goodbye Lunch” we had in September, we expect to see Patti unofficially at 

volunteer lunches in the future. 

We miss you already, Patti! 
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Meet Our New Circles Program Coordinator:  Suzanne Van Dam 

We’d like to extend a warm welcome to our new Circles 
Coordinator: Suzanne Van Dam. She will be one of two 
staff members dedicated to the new program. Her role will 
be to look outward into the community to find and train 
allies, develop resource teams, and raise funds.  
 
Suzanne has a Master’s in English from the University of 
Illinois and has over 20 years of teaching, communications, 
and program development.  
 

From Yooper to Ypsi 

Suzanne is not only new to Friends In Deed, she’s new to 
the area. She hails from Houghton in the U.P., where she 
was very active implementing her community’s first 
AmeriCorps program and the first county-wide recycling 
program. 
 

Friends In Deed and Circles 
 
Suzanne loves the idea of helping people directly. While 
she appreciates Friends In Deed’s programs that provide 
emergency assistance and keep people on their feet, she is 

glad to have the 
opportunity through the 
new Circles program to 
empower them in the 
long term.  
 
“Everyone wants to be 
independent, whether it 
be financially or 
emotionally.” 
 

Personal 
 
Suzanne has two adult 
daughters living in the area. One of her daughters is 
attending U-M law school, while the other is working for 
FoodCorps in Detroit. She also has a pooch named Freida. 
 
Care and feeding of our Circles Coordinator: Ply her 
with coffee and chocolate. You can also compliment Freida 
on her manners (especially when the dog is challenged by 
bullying brown squirrels).  

We are well underway in the implementation of our 
new Circles program. In addition to hiring our first 
coordinator, we will be hiring a coach in the coming 
months. In fact, the position is posted, and we've 
already received several resumes. While the 
coordinator is the person who will do outreach in the 
community, the coach will be the person who will 
work with the Circle Leaders and volunteer Allies. 

In addition to staffing the new program, we've 
continued with community outreach activities and 
presentations, sent staff and a launch team member 

to hands-on training in Grand Rapids, and met with 
faculty and staff at the University of Michigan about 
ways to partner. These are just a few of the steps 
outlined by the launch team, which continues to 
meet on a regular basis. 

Want to know more about the 
program and ways to get involved? 

Check out our website for more specifics at 
FriendsInDeedMI.org/Circles/. We are also in the 
process of arranging a special presentation about the 
program and ways to get involved. Look for 
information about the presentation in our next 
quarterly newsletter. 

Circles Update:  The Launch 

http://www.friendsindeedmi.org/circles/
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Administration Line 

(734) 485-7658 

 

Help Line   (734) 484-4357 

Monday-Friday 9:30-12:00 

 

Furniture Line   (734) 484-7607 

Tuesday-Friday 9:30-12:00 
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You can designate a specific amount as a 

recurring monthly donation. After you 

make your initial recurring gift donation, 

future donations will be charged 
automatically each month to your credit 

card and you will receive a receipt by email.  

To sign up for monthly gifts made via credit 

card, visit our secure giving page at 

FriendsInDeedMI.org/donate-money/ and 

select the monthly subscription option. 

Did You Know... 

http://www.friendsindeedMI.org
http://www.friendsindeedmi.org/donate-money/

