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“Presents are made for the 
pleasure of who gives them, 

not the merits of who receives 

them.”  

 

~ Carlos Ruiz Zafón, The 
Shadow of the Wind 

 

 

… for those in need. 
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referrals. 
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Remember Friends In Deed on Giving 
Tuesday, the national day of giving. In 
honor of the day, Friends In Deed asks that 
you give the gift of sleep (#SleeplessinYpsi) 
on December 1st, 2015, by donating a bed 
or crib to a neighbor in our community who is 
currently going without. Our partner, Van 
Winkle Mattress, will donate a bed for every 
five (5) donated on Giving Tuesday.        
You  can donate online at                   
http://FriendsInDeed.info. The 
cost of a crib or bed starts at 

$100, but every donation helps.  

 

Remember Friends In Deed when you 
are looking for a good home for your 
used car. We’ll make sure it is reliable and 
then pass it on for free to a 
neighbor in need, who will use 
it to get to and from work or 

medical treatment. 

Remember Friends In Deed when you 
get rid of old furniture. As you know, we’ll 
even come pick it up! Lots of folks in 
the community are sleeping on the 
floor and/or using lawn chairs as 

basic furniture.  

 

Remember Friends In Deed when you 
are considering your end-of-the-year 
gifts to charity. We’ve made it 
even easier to give by taking 
donations online and through 

Facebook/FriendsInDeedMI. 

 

Remember Friends In Deed when 
you’re dining out or are looking for 
something new to do. We have 

several ways to have fun and    
“fun raise” at the same time over 

the next few of months! (see below) 

Ways to Give: Providing for Those in Need This Holiday Season  

Come Out and Play and Raise Funds for FID: 

SERRV, Paint Nite and Haabs 

 Come join us for Paint Nite 

and find your artistic side. 

You will make your own 

version of a painting with an 

instructor's help and a portion 

of the ticket price will be 

donated to Friends In Deed.  

December 8 at 7 PM at The 

Wurst Bar, 705 W. Cross St. 

in Ypsilanti. Register Now at 

www.FriendsInDeed.info!  

January 24, 2016, is a great 

day to visit Haab’s 

Restaurant in downtown 

Ypsilanti. The restaurant is 

generously donating 10% of 

the sales on that day to 

Friends In Deed. Haab's is 

open from 11 AM to 9 PM 

and is located at 18 W. 

Michigan Avenue. Try the 

Grilled Turkey Reuben - YUM! 

The SERRV Small World Shop 

Sale will take place on 

November 20 from 4:30 to 

7:30 PM and on November 21 

from 9:30 AM to 1:30 PM at the 

First united Methodist Church, 

209 Washtenaw Ave., Ypsilanti. 

A portion of the proceeds from 

the sale (15%) will be donated 

to Friends In Deed. Great for 

Christmas shopping! 

Unfortunately, the needs of people living in the Washtenaw County community 
are plentiful, but that gives you many opportunities to support the work of 

Friends In Deed to provide for those in need this holiday season. 

http://friendsindeed.info/make-a-gift.html
https://www.facebook.com/FriendsInDeedMI/
http://friendsindeed.info/paint-nite.html
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See How a Bed Donation Can Make a Difference: Latara 
As we approach the holidays, we at Friends In Deed are gearing up for our annual Bed & Crib Drive. The Drive allows 
our supporters to give monetary donations for the purchase of new beds and cribs.  Since the bed drive’s inception, we 
have helped over 1500 individuals and children get up off the floor, get into a bed or crib, and get a good night sleep. 

Like he did in 2014, Ken Fil of Van Winkle Mattress Co. has upped the ante; he has agreed to donate one bed 
for every five beds donated on Giving Tuesday (December 1st, 2015)! 

Last year this resulted in an additional 10 beds donated to the drive, as 50 were donated by our supporters on Giving 
Tuesday. We hope to beat that in 2015, so please check out how bed donations make a difference by reading Latara’s 
story below. Then head over to our website (FriendsInDeed.info) to bookmark it for Giving Tuesday! 

Latara faced a series of crises, which led to her five children 

being taken into foster care and her taking shelter at the 

Delonis Center.  She got help and was able to obtain 

employment and move into a home, but she didn’t have any 

furniture at all. She was referred to Friends In Deed and was 

able to come and pick up a couch, four twin beds for the 

children, and an IKEA bed for herself.  At that point, Latara 

said, “I was working but not getting any assistance, so getting 

the furniture took a big burden off of me.” 

The beds were particularly important because she was 

required to have beds in order for her children to visit her 

from foster care.  After she received the beds, the State came 

to do a home study; she was approved for home visits and is 

now reunited with her children. 

Latara says she was impressed at the way Friends In Deed called her as the furniture she needed became 

available. Each time she came in, she said the people were really nice and that the furniture was really great. 

It was really helpful to her because “even used furniture can be expensive.”   

“Friends In Deed helped me in ways I couldn’t even imagine.”   Article by Mary O’Brien 

Mary is a resident of Maine and is 

spending this academic year in Ann Arbor 

with her husband, Steve, who is a visiting 

scholar in the Physics Department at the 

University of Michigan.  His sabbatical 

leave from his teaching job at Bowdoin 

College in Brunswick, ME, is giving them 

both a chance to delve into areas of 

professional interest.   

Focus: Making a Difference 

Mary is interested in public sector and 

community approaches to addressing 

poverty in the United States.  For the past 

20 years, she worked with a national 

resource center that promoted best 

practices in managing public child welfare 

services.  While raising her two children, 

now both in college, she also volunteered 

with her church to organize outreach 

projects to engage adult and youth in 

service.  She has a Bachelor’s degree in 

Government from Georgetown University 

and a Master’s degree in Public 

Administration from the University of 

Massachusetts, Amherst.  

Mary is spending time this year 

researching innovative ways to connect 

people with effective anti-poverty 

approaches. She is also volunteering with 

local organizations.   

A Beautiful 

Friendship 

At Friends In 

Deed she is 

volunteering on 

the Furniture 

Line and is writing client and donor profiles 

for the website and newsletter.   

Exploring Michigan 

Mary enjoys birding, and she and Steve 

are enjoying exploring Ann Arbor and 

Michigan. So far favorites have been jazz 

concerts at Kerrytown Concert House and 

the dunes at Sleeping Bear!   

Meet Our New Volunteer: Mary O’Brien 

http://www.vanwinklemattress.com/mattresses.html
http://friendsindeed.info/holiday-bed--crib-drive.html
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Meet our Good Friend and Supporter: Bill Holmes 

“I feel really blessed in my life, and I want to do 

what I can to help others.”   

Ten years ago, a friend asked Bill Holmes to take a look 
at Friends In Deed. He did, and he liked what he saw and 

has been a generous donor ever since.   

A Giving Spirit 

Bill travels frequently to Central America in his work as an 
airline pilot, where he sees people really struggling. This 
helped him to realize we have a lot for which to be 
thankful.  Bill is proud to be part of the very strong spirit of 

giving in the United States.   

He really likes the way that Friends In Deed reaches 
people and helps with their basic needs – things like cribs, 
beds, cars, and furniture.  His support, and the support of 
many others like him, is what allows Friends In Deed to 

provide practical help to our neighbors.   

 

 

 

Quiet Understanding 

Bill realizes that for many, life is full of challenges. Things 
happen, and sometimes people are dealt a bad hand.  He 
knows that no one wants to be in that position, so he 
particularly appreciates how Friends In Deed serves 
people with dignity and treats every client with the utmost 

respect.    

He is also impressed at how modest 
the Friends In Deed organization is – 
he sees the no-frills office and the 
staff making do with inconveniences.  
He says, “Friends In Deed is doing a 
very efficient job of making sure 
that each and every dollar goes to 

support people in need.” 

Car Donation: A Win-Win Situation 

In addition to donating funds and furniture, Bill’s family has 

donated two cars to Friends In Deed.  As his daughters 
went off to college, the family had cars they did not need 
anymore.  Through Friends In Deed, those cars were able 
to go to someone else who could use them; and he got a 
tax deduction for the fair market value of the vehicles.  He 
also appreciates the fact that Friends In Deed makes sure 
recipients are getting a safe vehicle by sending donated 
cars to be inspected before being passed on to the 
families in need.  “We really saw this as a win-win 

situation.”   

A Good Friend 

Bill urges others to donate:  “I’m 100% confidant that 
Friends In Deed is doing the job they say they are doing 
and doing it as well as they can.  Give them a try, and see 

what you think!”    

   Article by Mary O’Brien 

See how your donations are making a difference on Faces of Friends In Deed, Twitter or Facebook. 

http://www.friendsindeed.info/Blog/?cat=5
https://twitter.com/friendsindeedmi
https://www.facebook.com/FriendsInDeedMI
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1196 Ecorse Rd. Ypsilanti, MI 48198 

www.FriendsInDeed.info 

 

Administration Line 

(734) 485-7658 

 

Help Line   (734) 484-4357 

Monday-Friday 9:30-12:00 

 

Furniture Line   (734) 484-7607 

Tuesday-Friday 9:30-12:00 
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Happy Holidays!  

http://www.friendsindeed.info

