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Each year we apply for many grants from local and national 
organizations and foundations. There is a lot of competition, 
but our focus on helping low-income families in our community 

not only survive poverty but rise out of it touches many hearts.  

Over the last year (or so) we have received numerous grants. 
Some of our grantors are consistent, long-term supporters, 

while others are brand new. 

Operations 

Grants for Operations focus on our mission rather than on a 
specific program or service. While perhaps not as exciting as 
a program grant that can conjure up an image of a family 
joyfully receiving a car or bed, funds earmarked for 
operations give us the freedom to decide how the monies are 
spent. This kind of grant can be used to strengthen our 
organization and is often instrumental in keeping our doors 

open so that we can continue to serve the community.  

Harry & Margaret Towsley Foundation granted us $15,000 

for operations for the fourth year in a row. 

James A. and Faith Knight Foundation recently awarded us 
a $75,000, multi-year grant. We received the first installment 

of $25,000 this year.  

Ann Arbor Area Community Foundation awarded us 
$5,000 in capacity-building support. The funds allowed us to 
take steps to strengthen our organization and expand our 

prospects for additional funding.  

Ann Arbor Board of Realtors put out its first call for funding 
proposals in 2016 and awarded us $2,000 in operating 

support. 

Ann Arbor City Club awarded us $1,000 in grant monies. 

Edward Redies Foundation is a consistent supporter, and this 
year was no exception. Their yearly, unrestricted grant is to 

be used in the “area of greatest need.” 

Beds / Cribs 

As you know, there is a great need for beds and cribs in our 
community. While Friends In Deed holds a Bed and Crib Drive 
each holiday season to raise funds for the purchase of new 

beds and cribs, we also rely on grant funding. 

Helen L. Kay Charitable Trust has consistently supported the 
purchase of beds and cribs. They contributed $7,000 to our 

last drive. 

Continued on page 2 

We had several youth groups from 
organizations and congregations throughout 
Washtenaw County come to volunteer their time 
this summer. In addition to groups from Knox 
Presbyterian and St. Luke’s of Ann Arbor, we 
had 75 middle schoolers volunteer their time to 
deliver furniture through Ann Arbor Christian 

Reform’s SERVE program.  

The SERVE participants were separated into 
groups of six-to-eight kids. The groups were 

then rotated through a variety of local social-

service organizations over several days.  

Our very own Dave 
VanderYacht (pictured here) served as Friends In Deed’s site leader for 
SERVE. He oversaw each group as they picked up furniture from donors and 
delivered furniture to low-income families in Washtenaw County. This gave 

the kids the opportunity to meet both donors and clients. 

While we had our fair share of middle-school aged children, we also had college kids help out 

this summer. In fact, Eastern Michigan University’s football team came twice!   

Thank you to all the kids who took time out of their summer to help their neighbors! 
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Upcoming Fund and “Friend”raisers! 

Trivia Night:  

Wednesday, November 15 at 7pm 

At Cultivate, 307 N. River Street, Ypsilanti 

$5 at the door to benefit a local family 

Rotary Club of Ann Arbor (District) went a step further. Not only did 

they award us funds for the purchase of over 20 bunk beds, they are 
providing us with volunteers to deliver and assemble the bunk beds in 
the homes of low-income families with multiple children and limited 

space. 

Transportation 

While we were awarded with a new operations grant from James 
A. and Faith Knight Foundation this year, it should be noted that the 
foundation has consistently awarded us funding toward helping 
single, working women in Washtenaw County with their transportation 
needs. These transportation-focused grants date back to 2007. In 

November of 2016, they awarded us $9,000. 

United Way’s Financial Stability Fund provided $5,000 in grant 
monies toward our car-repair program, which provided funding for 

single fathers and two-parent households. We are also able to help 

those families who need the car to obtain medical treatment. 

Utilities 

United Way’s Basic Needs Fund provided $2,000 in grant monies to 
help families prevent utility shut off. The funds were specifically 
earmarked for the non-crisis months of June through October, when 
the Department of Health & Human Services does not provide 

assistance. 

Circles 

As might be expected, Circles, our new program, has generated a lot 
of buzz and interest. Its focus on lifting low-income families out of 
poverty has attracted new grant funding, including a $5,000 grant 
from the Bank of Ann Arbor and a $25,000 grant from the Jeane 
Seeley Memorial Fund. Circles is also a finalist for the Ann Arbor 

Area Community Foundation’s Social Innovation Fund. 

Grants Continued: 

Terrie Upham, a student in Eastern 
Michigan University’s School of Social 
Work, just finished up her internship 
with Friends In Deed. While normally 
we’d be wishing her luck and saying 
goodbye, Terrie will continue on with us 
on our Furniture Line as she did for 
years before she became an intern. She 
will also be continuing on with her role 
in our new Circles program.  
 

What attracted her to Friends In 
Deed? 
 
“A lot!” Terrie says. 
 
For instance, she likes how Friends In 
Deed is an interfaith organization. As a 
Christian, she not only gets to work in a 
way that aligns with her faith, she also 
gets to see other people and churches do 
so, too. 
 
Her love for Friends In Deed runs deep.  
Terrie loves the close knit relationships 
of the staff and how much is done for 
the volunteers to bring them closer 

together. In short, she loves the many 
happy people she comes across. 
Whether it is the people who work at 
Friends In Deed or its many volunteers, 
“they are all willing to put their best foot 
forward.” 
 
Besides the people inside the 
organization, she also enjoys meeting 
the people whom Friends In Deed helps. 
“When volunteering here, you can really 
see where the donations are going. You 
can see the families and people they 
serve,” she said.  
 
Interview, Article and Photo by Amtheyst Floyd 

Meet One of our Best Friends: Terrie 

November 28th, 2017 

Donate a bed or crib to  

a family in need! 
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Thanks to our dedicated 
volunteers and generous 
supporters, Circles has launched!  
Circles is an ambitious poverty-
reduction program whose aim is 
to reduce poverty--permanently.  
With relationships at its core, 
Circles matches a person in 
poverty with at least two middle 
income partners (called Allies) to form a support 
system and provide social capital that many living in 
poverty simply would not have on their own.   
 
In July we began working with our first group of 
participants called Circle Leaders--12 inspiring 
individuals committed to leading themselves and their 
families out of poverty.  We have 11 women and one 
man, along with about 10 children.  At least two of our 
Leaders are interested in starting their own 
businesses, and one already applied for Washtenaw 

Community College.  We are 
currently working the 12-

week training program that covers everything from 
financial literacy to parenting.  At the end of training, 
Leaders will emerge with a concrete plan to 
accomplish their educational and career goals.   

 
Meanwhile, we have also launched our Ally training.  
Allies learn about the complexities of poverty and how 
to best help their Leader achieve his or her goals.  In 
October we will begin matching Allies with Leaders, 
striving for a good fit of personality, skills and 
backgrounds.    

Circles LAUNCHES! 

Meal Donations: 
Are you a member of a church or service organization?  Looking for a group project?  A key part of the 
Circles magic is our weekly meal--a time when volunteers and program participants (called “Leaders”) get 
a chance to share stories and bond.    We need groups to donate and/or prepare and serve a meal for 
approximately 45-50 people on Tuesday nights.  You can serve once per month, once per quarter or 
once per year--frequency is up to you!  Time Commitment: Meal prep or purchase (varies) plus about two 
hours on Tuesday evenings to serve & clean up.   To register your group online, go here:   

 http://www.friendsindeedmi.org/circles-signup/ 
 
Children's Program Volunteers:  
 Love working with kids? We are looking for warm, engaging individuals to serve as lead teachers or 

assistants in our Children’s program for one group of pre-schooler/early elementary and another group 
of upper elementary/early teens. Circles provides program materials and curriculum to guide the 
lessons.  Time Commitment:   Tuesday evenings from 6-8:00 pm for about a semester at a time to provide 
continuity for the kids.  Contact Coach Bonita for more info: bonita@friendsindeedmi.org. 

Circles Volunteer Needs 

http://www.friendsindeedmi.org/circles-signup/
mailto:bonita@friendsindeedmi.org
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Administration Line 

(734) 485-7658 

 

Help Line   (734) 484-4357 

Monday-Friday 9:30-12:00 

 

Furniture Line   (734) 484-7607 

Tuesday-Friday 9:30-12:00 

 

Circles Line   (734) 340-9042 
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Did You Know… 
Our 2016 Annual Report is now 

posted online. Check it out at: 

http://friendsindeedmi.org/annual-report/ 

http://www.friendsindeedMI.org
http://www.friendsindeedmi.org/annual-report/

